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A SHORT HISTORY OF PERRY GREEN CHAPEL
With some extracts from “A HISTORY OF UNION CHAPEL

By Harry Collins 1887.

  “One lovely Sunday afternoon in June 1840, two members of  Union Chapel had it laid on their
  hearts to visit, and distribute tracts in some of the dark villages around Luton. The two villages
  selected were Peters Green and Perry Green. Arriving at these villages, they found many of the 
  teople in the public houses, and many of the others lying idly about the green.“
    Thus was the start of bringing religion to the area. The friends from Union go on:-“ in this dark 
  swpot we found God had two children“ these two were connected to the Baptist Church at  
  Breachwood Green two miles away, after long discussions the two men returned to Luton
  Meetings were held in the Union Chapel, and after a short time two members, a Mr. Strange and
  a Mr. Wiseman were sent up to try and secure a room. A small room was found, and though it 
  was very small, and the fire “smoked abominably”, they together with a Mr. Allen, one of those
  from Breachwood, they held a short service to bless the operation.
   This room was occupied for a few years, but the work was hard and it  seemed not to be
  prospering, “We found it fallow ground indeed” records Mr. Strange on one occasion. The men
  sent out to preach did not feel; drawn to Perry the work was so discouraging. Things  became so 
  serious  that a special Prayer  Meeting was called. Soon after this a Miss Peters cam to live at
  the Oakleys at Lawrence End as housekeeper. Through her influence things improved, a Bible
  Class was Commenced, and was soon well attended, several young men and women joined the
  Church. It records in 1846 “there were 49 scholars”.
  A new Minister at Union, a Mr. Makepeace took an interest in the work, and a meeting was
  called with a view to providing a larger meeting place. A building was erected on a piece of 
  land adjacent to the house were thy had the small room. Very soon this also became too small
  and a gallery was erected. About this time, Mr. Oakley told his housekeeper, who took an interest
  in the work at Perry, that she might invite the Preachers to tea on Sundays. That began an interest
  that began an interest from the “Big House” which continues to this day.
   In 1886 it was resolved to erect a new larger Chapel, and the scheme was taken up with much
  enthusiasm. Mr. Oakley gave a piece of ground, and plans were prepared and approved, and a 
  contract was given to Messrs. Goldhawk and Willis. The foundation stone was laid on Whit.
  Monday 1886,  and the building was opened on September 15th. 1886.
  It is recorded in 1887 the attendance to the services was 70 to 80 adults. In the 1900‘’s the
  membership was about 60, by WW1 it had fallen to 22 to 23. After the war it rose to 30 to 33.
  and was steady between 24 and 25 to 1960.
  The decline in Agriculture and the mechanisation of most of the work on the farms, has meant 
  that the population of all rural areas began to change. The families became smaller, as soon as
  a house became vacant it was sold off to the better off from the town, this made it difficult for 
  the children from local families to remain in the area added to which there was little employment
  for them anyway. The houses have changed out of all recognition, most of them have been 
  completely rebuilt and extended with all mod cons amenities that only the old agricultural
  workers could have dreamed about.
  During these years worship had taken more or less the same form, in the early part of the century
  up to about the 1950 ‘s Bible Class and Sunday School in the morning, a service in the afternoon 
  and a main service in the evening. This involved a great deal of dedication on the part of those
  who came up every Sunday from Union Church Luton. Preachers who in general took more than
  one service were entertained by members in their homes, and an entertainment rota was 
  instituted.
  There were “Special Services” too, including a Sunday School Anniversary service in which the 
  Sunday School Choir performed a musical festival at the three services in place of the normal three
  Services. This choir was trained by a dedicated person for some weeks  before the event. This was 
  usually in June.
  There was the Sunday School Party, held in January in the village hall, that was built in 1929 .
  Then of course there was the Sunday School Outing, this was held in the summer to some exotic
  such as Bricket Wood, Wicksteed Park, or some seaside resort such as Walton On the Naze or 
  Clacton.   
  
                                                                       



View of Perry Green about 1975. The house in which the room was 

 rented  is the one middle right, and the “building” is the white one

 on the extreme left. Both and indeed all have been much rebuilt and

 modified  over the years

A view of the cottages around 1934, unfortunately the “building” which

 was the first Chapel is out of the picture, but the one in which was the

  infamous“ room” and smoking chimney is quite plain. 



The Sunday School in those days was usually about 40 to 60 in the thirties, and in 

the forties and fifties around 30, by the sixties and seventies this had dwindled to 

about 10 to 12.  At the A.G.M on the 2nd November 1987 it was reported that the 

Junior Church (As the Sunday School had now become) had only 2 members, two 

sisters from Kimpton.  One of them was attending confirmation classes at the parish 

church, and the other would cease to come.  At this time there was still the Loaves 

and Fishes Club, a midweek activity for the 5 to 11’s and a youth club for the 10 to 

16’s on Friday’s.  These fizzled out in the mid 90’s as the lack of children in the 

village and other pressures brought on them made it impossible to carry on. 

Picture of the anniversary 

Choir in 1956.  Mrs Carrie 

Woods is the conductor as 

she was for many years. 

Towards the end of the century an influx of younger people coming into the village 

has meant that there are more children, and with a new leader from Central Baptist 

Church (as due to the amalgamation of the Baptist Churches in Luton, Union had 

now become. (See Edgar young’s book “More than Bricks & Mortar”)).  We have 

held several “Holiday Club” meetings for the 5 to 13’s which have been well re-

ceived by children and parents.  We have also formed a “Mums and Toddlers group” 

which meets alternate Tuesdays, the other Tuesday’s we have “Tuesday Fellowship” 

at 2-30pm. Evening Services are well supported by visitors from Central and others 

this gives us some hope for the future, though the children's activities have now 

ceased, and we are now back to square one as far as children and young people are 

 concerned. 



In the early years almost all of the work was directed from the Diaconate at 

Union, and the Preachers were mainly derived from their numbers.  In 1935 

the Lay Preachers Association was formed, and many able men and women 

were recruited to travel Sunday by Sunday to small branch chapels like Perry.  

These people were mainly drawn from the “Free Churches” and so the  

congregations were subjected to many different approaches to the  

Christian Outlook. The Sunday School was in charge of a “Superintendant” 

who ran everything with a forum of Church members. This ran very well until 

the mid fifties when it was becoming more difficult to recruit suitable people 

to carry out the work.  More responsibility was taken on by the members at 

Perry.  A Leader replaced the Superintendant, and a Secretary was appointed 

from among the members. In the mid 70’s there was an increase of interest in 

the ecumenical movement and we began to look towards the friends at 

Kimpton, at this time it was even difficult, with some notable exceptions to get 

much assistance from the home church at Central, and for a long time we were 

without a leader at all, all decisions were taken at business meetings attended 

by all members, led by the secretary and an elected chairperson.  A very  

democratic if somewhat unusual state of affairs. Hopefully a member of the 

diaconate or the Minister from the home church would attend and chair the 

meetings.  There was, and is a very strong ecumenical movement in Kimpton 

involving the  

Anglicans, Methodists and Catholics.  A number of house groups were formed 

and a number of our members joined.  This introduced us to some new  

concepts and new friends. It was obvious there were some very able preachers 

among those who led the meetings and we were able to introduce new blood 

into the pool of regular Sunday preachers, Among our congregation we were 

fortunate in having some young and keen members and  

The old chapel of 1866 just after the completion of the new hall.  Mr Aubrey Wiseman has 
just cut the the grass outside and in.  A pride was always taken in the appearance of the 

grounds, this is probably just before the annual fete.  Standing with Aubrey is Mr Brian Pike 

owner of Panmore Farm next door.  Compare this picture with the one taken in 1886. 



  the youngsters in the church were being encouraged. For a long time we had

  been aware of the unsuitability of the primary room and out buildings.

  we had a building fund, so it was decided in late 1976 to demolish the old buildings and 

  erect  a new hall and toilets. Plans were comissioned and estimates obtained, the total cost

  was to be £7,400. A loan of £2,000 was obtained from the Baptist Union, and the work 

  commenced . This was completed, and was opened by the Vicar of Kimpton 

  Rev. R. Meredith in March 1979 in recognition of the connection with the groups In

  Kimpton. A thanksgiving service was held on the 27th. March 1982 to celebrate the clearing 

  of the debt.   

  In 1983 a survey was carried out on the old chapel as it was apparent something must be

  done to bring it up to a reasonable standard for the centenary celebrations in 1986. The news 

  was not good as dry rot had crept into most of the gallery and it was in danger of collapse

  some of the timber cladding along the side walls was also infected, and it was obvious that

  a great deal of money would be needed to do the necessary work,  so much in fact,  that on

  the 24th. June 1985 it was decided to demolish and rebuild. After a great deal of discussion

  we decided to extend the existing hall so that services could carry on in the smaller building

  plans were drawn and estimates obtained,  accepted and once again work was commenced.

  it was completed in September 1987.

  The cost was £11,372, a not inconsiderable sum for so small a membership. This was raised

  by inumerable coffee mornings, barn dances, fetes, barbecues, and the extraordinary 

  generosity of people of all denominations  and of none. God was indeed working his

  purpose out.

  The same year we gained a leader after so many years without one. As preparations were

  being made for the centenary celebrations, it was suggested that some form of lighted cross

   or crucifix should be erected on the front of the building, a benefactor was prepared to pay

  for all costs. Some discussion took place and pone of the members having seen a

   programme on T.V. That a stained glass window might be a good idea, and that the chap       

  Celebrations of the establishment of  Sunday Schools

                      By Robert Raikes 1936



 in the programme worked from Harpenden. He was contacted and prepared  a design which was to replace the 

  window over the front doors. However as things turned out this was not to be, so when the decision was made to

  extend  the existing hall it was decided to incorporate the window into the design. When a service is being held

  and the lights are on the window can be seen as a symbol of witness down the road through the village.

  Singing has always been associated with our church and we have been fortunate in members from Luton to 

  come and help in that work. Mrs. Carrie Woods was responsible for training the choir for anniversary services

  for many years, and also for the young peoples choir to compete in the Eistedford  held for all churches in the area 

  though we have no Sunday school the tradition of the choir is carried on by some of the members and a concert

  is held at Easter and Christmas.

  For many years Perry Green was a stronghold of the Christian Endeavour movement. This was a great movement

  for the young and not so young. Weekly midweek meetings were held and it was a great training ground for many 

  young  people. It was a great confidence builder, and some would go on to take services and other duties in the

  Church.

  Much more could be written about the work that has gone on over the years, and about the characters that have

  been responsible for maintaining the work of God’s witness in the area,  names such as French, Dunham, Wilding, 

  Almond, Wiseman, Devereux, Goldhawk, Evershed, Blowey, Cowell, Shaw,  and Littleworth these are names that

  are repeated in the minute books and registers, it is to them and  numerous others that God has been able to work

  through in order to keep His name Holy in this area, long may it continue, for we have new names to writ e,

  Dudley, Barton, Adamson, Tomblin,  and who knows?

  Sadly as I write these notes we are down to five permanent  members, though we do have an average of 10 to 15

  to Sunday services and a similar number to Tuesday fellowship. We are actively working among those in the

   village and are fervently praying that the work will go on.

Perry Green 

choir for 1960
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Children at Holiday Club 2000

Interior at Harvest Festival



Eva Butt bringing a number of primary children to Sunday

School on the 1950‘s from Someries 

The new Chapel in 1998



Map of the area from which most of the members 

 and children were gained 


